
 

VILLAGE  BOARD MEETING & CLOSED SESSION MINUTES OF THURSDAY, JANUARY 8, 2026. 
Unofficial until approved by the Village Board. Approved as written ( ), or ( ), with corrections on  
 

CALL TO ORDER:  President Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. CALL TO ORDER  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE PLEDGE  
 

OPEN MEETINGS COMPLIANCE CHECK:  Compliance met. OPEN MEETINGS 
 

ROLL CALL:   Present:  Mitchell, Hopkins, Johnson ROLL CALL   
       Absent:     Gardner, Mertins 
 

President Johnson read the CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT:   You are CLOSED 
hereby notified that the Village Board of the Village of Nashotah will convene and SESSION  
upon motion duly made and seconded and acted upon by roll call vote as required  ANNOUNCEMENT 
to go into closed session during the course of the meeting. Village Board members 
and Village Administrative Director will attend the closed session. The purpose of  
the closed session will be as follows: under Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1) (c) for considering  
employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any  
public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises  
responsibility, specifically the position of Police Chief. 
 

A. MINUTES:  Approval of the minutes of December 3, 2025. MINUTES 
 

 Mitchell moved to approve the minutes. Second, Hopkins. 
 

 VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried.  
 

B. COMMUNITY COMMENTS:   COMMENTS 
 

1. John McDaniel:  stated he thinks the board meetings should be held in the 
evenings again so more people can attend and thinks the village should 
send out a survey for all the residents to vote on. 

 

C. COMMITTEE/OFFICER REPORTS:   REPORTS 
 

1. Police:  Lt. Gondek reported they had 16 citations in December and 13 
actual in-person business contacts in December, accepted the resignation 
of Officer Marvin Pete Freyer, and are working on securing a number of 
grants for the department. 

 

2. Administrator:  Pfeifer stated only $77,822 of the $250,000 street construction 
loan was used, Mark Mertins and Lamont Strandberg are the 2 trustee candidates 

 

3. President:  Handled later. 
  

 

D. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 
 

E. NEW BUSINESS:  DISCUSSION & POSSIBLE ACTION AS FOLLOWS: NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Request to approve Joint Powers County 911 agreement. 911 AGREEMENT 
 

Hopkins moved to approve the agreement. Second, Mitchell 
 

VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried.  
 

2. Request from Trustee Mertins for discussion and possible action to impose WEIGHT LIMITS 
     weight limits to Mission Avenue. 
 

Hopkins moved to refer to staff for action.  Second, Mitchell 
 

3. Request from Trustee Mertins for discussion and possible action for the DEPT. LIAISONS 
village president to appoint and the board to approve trustee reps for the (Postponed   
departments of Police/safety, Administration, and DPW/Parks. 1/8/26, E-3) 
 
Hopkins moved to postpone to the February meeting. Second, Mitchell. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried.  
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4. Request from Trustee Mertins for discussion and possible action to establish EVENT COMM. 
      a three person “Community Event & Activity Committee.” Committee mem- (Postponed 
  bers to be appointed by the Village President and approved by the Village 1/8/26, E-4) 
      Board at the February 2026 board meeting. 
 

  Hopkins moved to postpone this to the February meeting. Second, Mitchell. 
 

  VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried.  
 

5. Request to hire part-time police officer. POLICE OFFICER 
 

Hopkins moved to hire Ryan Oswald as a part-time police officer at $32. 
Second, Johnson. 
 

VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried. 
 

F. TRANSMITTALS:  None. 
 

G.  ACCOUNTS/CLAIMS: Hopkins moved to approve the accounts/claims. Second, ACCOUNTS 
     Mitchell. 
 

 VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried.  
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Johnson introduced his fiancé, Lisa Curnow, and PRESIDENT RPT 
talked about the Nashotah mystery bell that came to Cindy’s attention in June16,  
2025 that Dave Schutz, of Frederick, Maryland came across in a scrapyard. A large  
brass bell with the name “Nashotah” engraved on it. Finding only 1 Nashotah he contacted  
us to see if we wanted the bell he had been storing for about 50 years. Cindy began the  
quest to find the original home of the bell with no results. The goal was to bring the bell to 
Nashotah, but funds were unavailable to cover shipping costs. Fund raising plans were  
shelved due to turnover and turmoil in the village and Cindy’s absence due to illness. 
  

With growing concern the bell may become “scrap metal,” Lisa and I decided to “save the bell”  
and on our “dime and time” made the trek out east to Maryland after New Year’s Even to retrieve 
the “Mystery Bell” and bring her home to her “Birthplace”! (Johnson rang the bell which was loud and 
reverberated throughout the Village Hall! A beautiful sound!) 
 

CLOSED SESSION MOTION:  Hopkins moved to enter into Closed Session CLOSED  
as per the announcement stated earlier at the beginning of this meeting. 
Second, Mitchell. 
 

ROLL CALL: Aye:  Mitchell, Hopkins, Johnson 
       Nay:  None. MOTION DECLARED CARRIED. Closed session 7:10 p.m. 
 

Hopkins moved to reconvene in Open Session. Second, Mitchell 
 

VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried. Open session 7:20 p.m. 
 

OPEN SESSION:  Johnson moved to approve the appointment of Doug Gondek POLICE CHIEF 
as the Nashotah Police Chief. Second, Mitchell. GONDEK 
 

VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried.  
 

ADJOURNMENT:  Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting. Second, Mitchell. ADJOURNMENT 
 

VOICE VOTE:  Motion declared carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by:  ___________________________ 
       Cynthia M. Pfeifer, Administrative     
                      Director/Clerk/Treasurer  
 
cmp/1/9/26 


